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Dear Ms. Sandal a: 

f~ t-v.- -

Re: Remediation of the Gary Development Corporation 
Landfill 

Thank you for your Jetter dated September 4, 1998. As a result of a federal consent 

decree, the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) is the beneficiary of a 

$40,000 trust fund for cleanup related to the Gary Development Corporation landfill. IDEM 

must determine the best use ofthese limited funds, and we are examining all options to help 

ensure we achieve the best long-term results. 

IDEM's Office of Solid and Hazardous Waste Management will be inspecting the Gary 

Development Corporation landfill site in the near future. We also would like to meet with you or 

a representative to discuss your concerns and possible solutions for problems related to the Gary 

Development Corporation landfilL We appreciate your help in identifying and remedying 

problems related to this site . 
.. ~ 

My staff will be contacting you as soon as possible to arrange a meeting date and time, 

and I thank you for bringing this matter to our attention. We are available for further discussion 

of the Gary Development Corporation landfill trust fund, at your request. Please contact me or 

Ms. Beth Admire, Northwest Indiana Coordinator, at 317/233-5946. Thank you, again, for your 

letter. 

, ·John M. Hamilton 
l,;Y"' Commissioner 

An Equal Opportuniry Empluy~r 



BRENDA LEPTER - G:oc:sEe == 
From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

ADRIANE ESPARZA 
AARON LAUSTER, BRENDA LEPTER, JAMES SULLIVAN, T. .. 
Thu, Jun 29, 2000 1:39 PM 
GDC site 

Hi. Jeff Langbehn said that he asked Cliff Dugan - LCSWMD attorney - to begin researching the issue of 
county taxes. Cliff should finish his research the week of 7/10. Jeff will talk to the County Commissioners 
and determine whether the County wants to take title. Dorreen Carey withe City of Gary said that Mayor 
King is interested in holding title. The County and the City would both be willing to lease the property to 
any company who would operate an environmentally benign operation that can provide cover. I'll keep 
following up with the county and city. Have a good holiday! 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

MATT KLEIN 
DAUGHERTY, DAVE 

1 Fnday, February 11, 2000 12 57PM 
GDC Landfill 

On July 30, 1997, a final consent decree between EPA and GDC was approved by the Umted States 
District Court, Northern District of Indiana (Hammond D1vis1on). The final consent decree required GDC to 
pay a total "civil penalty" of $126,000, of which $86,000 was to be pa1d to the US. Treasury (Order No.8), 
and $40,000 of which was to be placed into a trust nam1ng IDEM as the beneficiary (Order No. 13). 

At th1s pomt. all I have established is that $86,000 was to be paid to the U S. Treasury, not that this 
amount was ever pa1d to the U.S. Treasury, or that, 1f paid, this amount would be readily available to 
IDEM I have a call in to my contact at EPA Region V to determine whether the $86,000 payment was 
made to the US. Treasury. I will let you know. 

Matt 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

MATIKLEIN 
HARTSOCK, AMY 
9/23/98 2:55PM 
Re: EJ & E letter 

Yes. He should be aware of the multitude of contaminated sites around this abandoned landfill. The site 
is also adjacent to the Gary Airport and the Grand Calumet River. There could be significant, adverse 
long-term legal problems for EJ&E (e.g, NRDA issues) if they are allowing or otherwise enabling 
contamination to be channeled and eventually discharged into the Grand Calumet River. (In my opinion, I 
can't understand why their attorney even mentioned or admitted the fact that they are engaging in 
"ditching efforts" and "remov[al of] mud].") Futhermore, the entire area is arguably a wetland, so if EJ&E is 
digging around they could be violating Sections 401 and/or 404 of the Clean Water Act. Bear in mind that 
I am a very fair enforcement manager and I'm not suggesting that we fine EJ&E right off the bat, but I think 
it is incumbent upon us to determine whether such violations exist and then determine whether we want to 
be kinder and gentler which may be appropriate in this case. Perhaps a SEP would be in order ... Anyway, 
John can talk to me about the 28-year history of this site if he wishes. I have an 80-page Briefing Memo 
too ... zzzzz ... Matt 

>»AMY HARTSOCK 09/23/98 02:36PM >» 
is it okay with you to include a copy of your email in the folder, for the commissioner to read? 

>» MATT KLEIN 09/23/98 02:33PM >» 
Looks fine although I am concerned that the Commissioner needs to know that EJ&E may have engaged 
in some activities that would be considered violations under the CWA. We will need to assess the 
situation. Since we took the "reminder" language out, I think wewill need to at least remind EJ&E when 

e meet with them that they need to be careful about what they do in and around their railline .... Matt 

>» AMY HARTSOCK 09/23/98 02:23PM »> 
just checking to make sure the latest draft looked okay. i'd like to forward this today to the commissioner. 
beth and tim have okayed. thanks. amy 3-4927 :-) ~ 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

MATT KLEIN 
ATKINSON, HARRY, FOUTTY, LEAH 
9/11/98 5:59PM 

- . J . ~ 

I agree. Thursday morning or all day Friday is open. Harry, should Tim attend? I penciled/marked the OE 
Conf. Room for Thursday at 10 and Friday looks open right now ... 

»> HARRY ATKINSON 09/11/98 05:33PM »> 
Since there are a number of people (programs), issues and different ager:tdas involved with this site, that a 
meeting of the minds is in order. -Pid like to suggest for those involved we get together possibly next week 
Wed. (p.m.), Thursday or Friday. We could get a conference room downtown {IGCN), let me know. 

Thanks. 

»>LEAH FOUTTY 09/11/98 01:30PM»> 
I think we need to address the concerns in the letter and make sure any inspections we do at EJ&E do not 
come across as some sort of retaliation for the letter that was sent. What we may want to do is give some 
general info in the letter about the enforce.ment action and resulting money and indicate that we will 
conduct followup inspections to determine if anything further can be done. Could you provide some more 
info on how we are aware of potential problems at EJ&E--have we been to the site previously or have we 
received a complaint? Are the EJ&E concerns in anyway connected with the problems EJ&E say they are 
experiencing because of the landfill runoff? I'm a little confused, because it appears the concerns you 
raise at EJ&E are not related to the runoff concerns and it kind of sounds like we're asking staff to build a 
case against EJ&E now that EJ&E has brought some concerns regarding the landfill to our attention. If we 
have viable concerns against EJ&E they. should not go unaddressed, we just need to make sure we 
handle them appropriately. I'm a little out of the loop on Gary Development, so perhaps if you give me 
some more information I'll have a better picture of what all the issues are. Also, Harry, has your staff 
started any review of the Gary Development landfill? 

»>MATT KLEIN 09/10/98 09.34AM >» 
Leah, I spoke with Beth Admire regarding the letter from the EJ&E Railroad. Before addressing her 
concerns, we think that EJ&E might be doing some things around its rail line that could be deemed water 
and/or wetland violations {e.g., dredge/fill without a permit). Could we send out Bob and Bill to take lots of 
pictures of the EJ&E rail line around the GDCLandfill? I am not sure who took over for Mark Balzas 
{OWM), but maybe Mike Kuss could go with Bob to assist with any documentation that might be needed. 
After we get the pictures and any reports, we could see what is really going on and determine if there is 
anything we can do. I don't think that the $40,000 in the GDC Trust will go very far and I'm not sure where 
Harry and Tim Johnson are with respect to site investigation activities. Let me know .... Matt 

CC: ADMIRE, BETH, SMITH, JIM 
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fAMY RART'Soc'K - Re: Gary develop'irii ~ndfiil 
~~=-= ~· = 

From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

MATT KLEIN 
HARTSOCK, AMY 
9/10/98 1 0:42AM 
Re: Gary development landfill 

:: :: 

I asked Leah if she would be able to send out an inspector to check on the railroad line because it looks 
like there may be some violations attributable to EJ&E. Hopefully, this will take only a week to do. If and 
when the inspection is performed, we can talk to OER about what they are doing and what new problems 
have arisen ... .lt may take 2-3 weeks, keep bugging me about this issue .... Matt 

»>AMY HARTSOCK 09/10/98 10:17AM >» 
fyi, the due date for the commissioner's response to the sandala letter is 9/18 ... if i could get rough 
comments by 9/15 it'd be helpful. i'll wait to hear from you. thanks. amy h. 3-4927 

!age 1) 



From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

LEAH FOUTTY 
AMY HARTSOCK, BRUCE PALIN, HARRY ATKINSON, MATT ... 
9/8/98 4:40PM 
Fwd: Re: Gary landfill runoff # 29940 sandala 

Amy, this is regarding Gary Development landfill, not the Gary Landfill. Matt Klein worked extensively on 
an enforcement action on the Gary Development, so I assume he can add some input. In addition, I think 
Harry Atkinson's section was to have some involvement at the site, based on a recent IDEM/EPA 
settlement. I'm in the field until Friday, but hopefully Matt and/or Harry can start to provide you input. 


